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One of the most exciting aspects of theatre is its emphasis on live performance. To 

increase the evaluative and appreciative skills of our theatre students, all theatre teachers require 
that students attend at least one theatre production each semester.  The production may be an 
MRHS production, another high school production, a community theatre production, or a 
professional production.   

MRHS Trap Door Society will be presenting one main stage production each semester. 
Our next production, Mary Popiins will be showing its final performances November 12, 13, 

and 14.  Tickets are $7 and may be purchased at the door or at the bookstore ahead of time.  If 
students are unable to attend one of these shows, class plays and project (which generally have 
no admission charge) are also an option. 

 
Audience Behavior Expectations 

Respectful behavior during each performance is vital.  Individuals involved in each 
production have spent much time and effort in creating the best possible performance.  
Disruptions during a show may not only interfere with the enjoyment of other audience members 
but also the performance of the actors or crew members.  Please be courteous and enjoy the 
production!  
 
Performance Report Guidelines 

Each performance report should adhere to guidelines in the MRHS student style 
handbook (available through the student’s English class and online); it must be 2 pages in length, 
typed, double-spaced and in a standard 12-point font.  Performance reports should include:  

� A summary of the plot 
� A description and critique of technical elements (set, costumes, lights, sound, 

make-up, etc.) 
� The student’s judgment on the overall quality of the show’s performers 

(supported with specific examples from the show) 
Additionally, students are required to submit a ticket stub or program with their papers.  

If a student attends a show that does not have tickets or programs, s/he must have this handout 
signed by the teacher present at the event.  Papers will not be graded if they are not 

accompanied by a ticket stub, program, or a teacher signature.  

 

Due Dates 

Performance reports may be turned in at any time during the semester, but the final due 
date for the first semester report is December 9th.   The second semester report is due no later 
than May 5th.   

 
Scoring 

Performance reports are graded as the written portion of the student's final exam.  The 
report is equal to one quarter of the final exam grade, or 5% of the student's total grade for the 
semester.  Performance reports are long-term assignments.  If the student is unable to be present 
the day the paper is due, or if class does not meet on that date, the paper must be turned into the 
office by another student or by the parent.   

No late or hand written papers will be accepted. 

No paper will be grades if it is not accompanied by a ticket stub or program. 



 

Novemeber, 2015 

 

Performance Report     

  

  
 
Students and Parents/Guardians,  
 
Please review the above performance reports guidelines.    Students were introduced to this 
assignment at the beginning of the semester, so they should already know they need to see a 
production. 
 
This assignment is a long-term assignment and will follow the guidelines for a long-term 
assignment as discussed in the Student Handbook.  
 
This acknowledgement paper signed is due on November 12th and is worth 30 points to the 
student when returned by the date assigned.  
 
The performance report guidelines, performance report rubric, sample outline, and sample of 
final paper should be kept in the student's theatre notebook for reference throughout the year.    
  
Thank you for your support of the arts.  We hope you have fun with this assignment. 
 
Sincerely,  
  
  
 
Laura Nardone 
MRHS Theatre  
Laura.Nardone@dvusd.org 
(623) 376-3178 
 
 
I have read and understood the above performance report guidelines. 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Student Name (Please Print)    Parent/Guardian Name (Please Print) 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Student Signature     Parent/Guardian Signature 
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Date       Date 
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I.  Introduction 

A. Attention-getter 
B. Transition 
C. Thesis statement which includes the play title and the name of the theatre 

   at which it was performed.  Thesis must address: 
1. Plot summary 
2. Technical elements 
3. Acting 

 
II.  Plot summary paragraph 

A. Topic sentence:  overall impression of the plot 
B. Organized, chronological description of story line 
C. Concluding statement which includes your opinion of the plot 

 
III.  Technical elements paragraph 

A. Topic sentence:  overall impression of the technical elements 
B. Explain how each technical element improved or detracted from the show 

1.   Set 
2.   Costumes 
3.   Lights 
4. Sound 

D. Concluding statement which includes your opinion of technical elements 
 
IV.  Acting paragraph 

A.  Topic sentence 
B. Address and give your opinion about the actors’ skills in the below areas, as is  

appropriate for the show you viewed. 
1. Projection 
2. Tempo 
3. Facial Expressions 
4. Gestures 
5. Movement 
6. Use of stage space 
7. Commitment 
8. Other areas? 

C. Concluding statement which includes your opinion of the overall acting in the show. 
 
V.  Conclusion 

A. Restate thesis 
B. Closing statement 

 
 



Imagine fearing for your life in a disease-ridden country, losing your parents, and then 

being swept away to live with a distant relative.  Though the house may first appear to be 

something out of a fairy tale, you soon find yourself to be greeted with nothing but locked doors, 

mysterious cries, and family secrets.  This is the situation in which young Mary Lennox finds 

herself in the compelling musical, The Secret Garden.  Presented by Vagabond Youth Theatre on 

July 22, 2001, The Secret Garden was a riveting production.  This was attributed to its 

suspenseful plot, inventive technical elements, and quality acting. 

The Secret Garden is the story of a girl searching for a place to call her own.  Based on 

the novel by Frances Hodges Burnett, the play opens in India, where Mary lives with her parents.  

One morning, Mary is awakened by the horrifying news of her parents’ death. It is decided that 

Mary must be sent from the country if she has any hope for survival.  She is forced to live with 

her only living relative, Archibald Craven, a long lost uncle in England.  From the moment she 

reaches his estate, Mary is shocked to meet with her uncaring uncle, an evil doctor, and a 

phantom voice that she hears wailing in the house at night.  Mary’s only companions are a 

friendly maid named Martha and her wild, younger brother, Dickon.  With the help of these 

friends and a clever robin, Mary unlocks the secrets of her family’s past and the mysterious 

screams that haunt the estate.  Mary soon discovers the cries emanate from her bed-ridden cousin 

Colin.  Now, she must uncover the truth about her aunt’s untimely death and her uncle’s 

unbearable grief.  In the end, Mary’s persistence in finding the family’s secret garden brings 

about Colin’s recovery, mends her uncle’s broken heart, and allows Mary to finally discover a 

place to call her home.  This heart-warming and exciting plot made the production truly 

enjoyable to watch. 

In addition to the plot, I felt that the spectacular technical elements helped to make The 

Secret Garden a success.  The set was a truly essential portion of the show.  Revolving interior 

and exterior walls allowed the scenery to change at a moment’s notice.  The interior decorations 



of the mansion helped to establish the show’s time period of the early twentieth century.  

Furthermore, the exterior setting was beautifully portrayed with stone walls and colorful flowers 

in the garden scenes.  Costumes also helped to establish the time period and setting.  Evil or sad 

characters were dressed in dark colors, which contributed to their gloomy personalities.  In 

contrast, the ghosts that represented Mary’s past were dressed in shimmery pastels that helped to 

contribute to their spirit-like presence on stage.  These characters even wore glitter in their hair 

and make-up which I felt helped to complete the effect.   Additionally, I though that lights played 

a crucial role in the production.  Again, there was a definite contrast between indoor and outdoor 

scenes.  Bright, warm colors were used for the outside scenes and dark colors, such as blues and 

purples, were often used to light the indoor scenes.  The only aspect of the technical elements 

that I did not enjoy was the sound.  Sometimes the actors’ microphones seemed to cut in and out 

and the sound speakers made strange hissing noises.  Sometimes this distracted me from what 

was taking place on stage.  Overall, though, I was pleased and surprised by the technical 

accomplishments achieved by a small youth theatre. 

One of the best characteristics of the show, in my opinion, was the acting.  All of the 

actors in the show were between the ages of twelve and nineteen.  Most of them did an excellent 

job of projecting their voices, even with the microphone problems.  The actor who played Lt. 

Shaw, in particular, had great energy and could always be easily heard.  The actress who played 

Martha was particularly humorous; she had a distinctive voice for her character and used great 

facial expressions.  Dr. Craven was very committed to his evil role, as was evidenced by his 

scowling face and angry voice.  Furthermore, Mary was particularly energetic and used both her 

voice and body to establish her role as a young girl.  One character who I had some difficulty 

understanding was Dickon; he sometimes spoke too quickly and slurred his words together.  The 

cast as a whole seemed to work well together, though, and seemed to truly enjoy being on stage.  



For that reason, more than any other, I find myself very pleased with the acting in The Secret 

Garden. 

In conclusion, I felt that the plot, technical elements, and acting of the production, despite 

a few small problems, all contributed to make The Secret Garden an outstanding success.   All of 

the audience members seemed to enjoy it and could identify with the plight of the characters on 

stage.   It is a show that I would recommend everyone to see.   
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Play Title:  _____________________________________________________ 

Playwright:  ____________________________________________________ 

Performed by:  __________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

Plot 

Acting 

Technical 


